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The Rambling Rector 
By Miller Hunter 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

I write early in the morning of All Saint’s Day, November 1. I write deeply aware of those 
that have died since the last All Saint’s Day. We’ll remember them on our All Saint’s 
service on Sunday. We remember them all with gratitude and fondness. 
 

I write surrounded by memories of this past October. Last night we joyfully opened our parish hall to 
welcome hundreds to our annual Halloween Open House. Hotdogs, drinks, and mountains of candy were 
shared with friends old and new. It was outreach to neighbors in the best tradition. Many hands made this 
event possible but special thanks are due to Amo and Greg Merritt and Kathleen and Bruce Hutcheson for 
leading and organizing this annual event. 
 

Earlier in the month we celebrated our 62nd and final House Tour. The weekend culminated with the 
Harvest Festival Service on Sunday, October 21st. As we celebrated the harvest, we gave thanks as well for 
the legacy of the House Tour. We noted the many worthy outreach projects supported across the years, the 
hospitality of welcoming visitors to some of the finest homes in Rappahannock, but especially celebrated the 
friendships that had developed as a result of the House Tour. Special thanks are due to Helen Williams, Kay 
Wilson, Susan Jones, and Margaret Baumgardner who chaired the tour as well as the dozens of others who 
made this event possible. 
 

This morning I am filled with gratitude. As a parish we have many reasons to give thanks. Join us on Sunday 
as we remember those who have died, their legacy inspires us to continue the work of God in this place. 
 

Best,  
Miller 
 
Outreach: Support for Trinity Supports Outreach 
By Russ Collins 
 

Let me begin by sharing quotes from recent “thank you” letters, “Christmas came early this year to 
Rappahannock County 4-H, thanks to you. Despite being almost at-cost, our camps and trips can still be too 

expensive for families …. your donation is a 
gift to me, to Rappahannock 4-H, and to the 
many children who may now participate in a 
4-H summer program, where they will have 
one of the best times of their lives.” (Sept 
2018) 
“ …To the Trinity Church congregation, 
thank you so much for your generous 
donation to the Rappahannock County 
Elementary School. This …. support enables 
students to share in experiences and grant 
opportunities to them that will enhance their 
learning … through field trips, book fairs 

and other activities that enrich their lives.” (Oct 2018) 
As each of us considers stewardship and how to share the blessings we have received, please keep in mind 
that support for Trinity is a means to share with those in need of assistance. The generous support of 
Trinity’s congregation provided over $23,000 this year for Outreach Programs. 
 

In addition to support for youth programs such as 4-H and the Rappahannock’s Elementary School, we also 
support the activities of Scout Troop 36 and Venture Crew 36. 
We support senior citizens through program presentations at the Senior Center in addition to direct financial 
assistance and birthday gifts. We also contribute to the Community Action for Relief of the Elderly (CARE) 
Fund administered by the Department of Social Services. 
 

Our donations to the Rappahannock Benevolent Fund support home repairs for those in need through the 
Safe and Healthy Homes Program and the activities of the Rappahannock Community Coordinator. The 
latter Program seeks to help families and individuals in need to find a path forward. 
 

Remembering that those beyond our community are also our neighbors, our relationships with the King 
Children’s Home in South Africa provides care for abandoned babies, and our partnerships in Haiti promote 
education and social justice. Thank you for your continued support of our Outreach Programs!!!!! 
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Crisis at Christmas 
By Kay Wilson 
 

The KINGS CHILDRENS HOME in the Eastern Cape of South Africa receives a large influx of 
abandoned and abused babies in the weeks leading up to Christmas.  Some have been left in garbage bags or 
behind bushes on the side of the road, others come from prostitutes, or have been abandoned in huts.  All 
come from poverty. Currently, the Kings are rescuing and sheltering 45 babies.  Typically, another ten will 
be brought to them, abandoned in the weeks leading up to Christmas. 
 

In January 2018, Trinity helped by sending USD6525, of which $3000 came from Trinity’s ECW and 
Outreach, and $3525 from compassionate parishioners and 
Rappahannock community friends.   
  

This was used for a two-month supply of nappies (diapers), wet 
wipes, and the daily 2.5kg of rice. Additionally, our money was 
used for a final payment plus two months of running costs on a 
van.  The children can now be taken to a clinic to receive 
immunization shots, and to Sunday School, and on excursions 
for the older toddlers. 
 

The challenges are: 
1) Adoption:  Ideally, the babies should be adopted while 
they still are desirable, but many have medical conditions, and 
locally, there is a taboo because of their origins. 
 2) Fund raising:  no government agency will help.  South Africa is in crisis.  Two other homes in the 
Eastern Cape have closed down for lack of funding, bringing even more babies to The Kings. “We have no 
financial support from the government, despite applying again this year, and so we rely fully on The Lord 
and the goodwill of people.” 
3) The health and medical needs of the children.   Recently a four-and-half year old was brought in by 
social workers.  Suffering from severe malnutrition and emotional trauma, she was unable to sit, speak, crawl, 
or stand. After three months of love, nurturing and physical therapy, she has said her first words, stands in 
her crib, and crawls. 
 

WILL YOU HELP THESE INNOCENT LITTLE BABIES? 
Tax deductible checks may be made payable to “Trinity Outreach” with “African Babies” in the 
memo.  Send the checks to Trinity. P.O. Box 299, Washington VA 22747. Or....hand your check to Kay 
Wilson. 
 
 
Annual House Tour 
By Helen Williams 
 

So, the long lived, and famous, Trinity Episcopal Church House Tour is a thing of the past…. immediate 
relief for the organizers, but regrets, in the long run, for all of us. It is a tradition for us to be proud of, and 
the weekend of October 20 and 21, will stand out in all our minds as a fitting end to 62 years of opening the 
best, and most interesting, of Rappahannock homes to admiring visitors. 
 

The mountains were their usual majestic selves, the sky bright blue, and the clouds as white and puffy as 
anyone could ask. The county and the weather did their best, and the beautiful homes, in Washington, on 
the Fodderstack, and in Castleton were certainly equally interesting, beautiful, and memorable. 
It was the goal of those in charge that this last hurrah be elegant, generous, and gracious, so that the visitors 
had perfect memories of their day with us. 
 

To this end, all community members who had donated their houses in the past were given a free ticket, and 
Miller and Carol opened the Rectory for a final, festive tea.  The Inn donated the tea treats, and other 
wonderful, little moments occurred.  For instance, Ruth Baumgardner, who spent many tour weekends never 
leaving the parish hall, got to pour tea on Saturday, and Lois Snead, who was there at the first house tour, 
and also rarely got to see the houses, greeted guests at the Rectory’s door, and visited the houses on Sunday. 
 

The church and gardens were a perfect picture of fall, with mums, pumpkins, squash, and gourds displayed 
in spaces that had been weeded, swept, and tidied by a small army of parishioners starting the Saturday 
before the event.  Inside the hall were coffee and snacks for those who wanted them.  Many more signs than 
usual were put up so that visitors had no doubts about directions. (And if you don’t think that was a big job, I 
can describe it in detail later.) 
 

The final event of the weekend, the Harvest Festival Service and reception were well attended, and the 
organist and soloists were as wonderful as the full-throated singing of the congregation.  
 

So, although the monetary goals of the weekend, raising money for the ECW charities, were met, they really 
were not the most important results of Trinity’s last house tour weekend – a celebration of the beauty (in the 
county and in the houses), generosity, and hospitality of Trinity Church and the people of Rappahannock 
County. 
 



 
 

                   
 

      
 

              

HOUSE TOUR Highlights! 
The Rectory open to guests, 

Ruth Baumgardner and Lois 
Snead serving tea, little blue 
boxes of tea goodies from the 

Inn, and the Boy Scouts 
handling parking 

 

Thank you!  
Lois and Helen and all the 
Women of the ECW past 

and present for 62 
wonderful years of the 

Annual House Tour and 
Dried Flower sale 



Weekly Sunday Forums 
By Mike Mahoney 
 

Good food, good conversation, and a bit of learning!  What could be better?  We offer all three on Sundays 
right after the 8:30 service.  First you get a mostly wholesome but completely delicious breakfast and a 
chance to chat with fellow parishioners.  Then you get an opportunity to learn something. It’s all over before 
the start of the 10:30 service. 
 

Sometimes our discussants speak from experience or a base of knowledge accumulated over many years.  But 
often they have volunteered to do a brief bit of research and then report on their findings.  Such was the case 
with our recent series on the Gospels.  Four of us - - myself, Patrick Alther, Helen Williams, and Kay Wilson 
- - took one each.  We reported on them separately on successive Sundays followed on a fifth Sunday with a 
“panel discussion” with all four, and Miller Hunter acting as moderator.    
 

On this coming, All Saints’ Sunday we will hear the stories of some “favorite” saints and learn how they can 
be recognized in works of art.  The following Sunday Paul Gaul will describe some of the beliefs and 
practices of the Russian Orthodox Church, of which he is a member.  He will be followed the next Sunday 
by Fred Caitlin who turns out to be rather an expert on the history of the Russian Orthodox Church. 
 

On the first Sunday in Advent we will repeat last year’s very successful session of “advent wreath-making”.  
Come, learn how to make a wreath, then take one home for your kitchen table!  On the second Sunday in 
Advent Carol Hunter will discuss Christmas carols (Carols by Carol!).  The third Sunday in Advent will be 
the occasion for the annual Christmas Pageant and that will be it for the year. 
 

We have already identified some subjects for next year.  They include Trinity’s “outreach” efforts, the major 
prophets of the Old Testament (cf. Isaiah, Amos, Hosea) and the words we use to talk about our faith - - 
words like “penitence”, “redemption”, and even the word, “faith” itself.   
 

Our adult forum can be enjoyed from both sides of the podium.  Do you have a favorite prophet?  We have a 
Sunday for you.  Is there a topic you would like to talk about?  Let Miller or myself know. But do join us. 
 
Betty Buntin 102nd Birthday 
By Kay Wilson 
 

Elizabeth (Betty) Buntin celebrated her 102nd birthday on All Saints Day, November 1st. Trinity 
parishioners joined Betty and her daughter Nancy, for a festive lunch at Tulas Restaurant in Washington, the 
town where Betty has lived since 1946. 
 

After the Rev. Miller Hunter gave a birthday blessing, friends of the Buntins were able to enjoy not only 
good dining, but also to listen to reminiscences of four notable Rappahannock families - the Buntins 
(represented by Betty and Nancy); the Sneads (represented by Lois); the Moffetts (represented by Carter 
(Cartie) Moffett Welling); the Baumgardners (represented by Ruth, Doug and Margaret). Others present 
were Carol Hunter, and Pastoral Care Team Members Carolyn Emerick, Louise Ellis, and Kay Wilson. 
 

There was the tale that errant teenage boys, driving without a license and having managed to acquire a beer 
from the back door of a country store, were spotted by Sheriff Buntin. The teenagers took flight, and thought 
that they had eluded the Sheriff by speeding and taking numerous back roads in the county. A few hours 
later, the boys arrived home, only to find Sheriff Buntin waiting for them on their front porches. Some 
Rappahannock men recall that their worst fear of their miscreant youth, was to be apprehended by Sheriff 
Buntin, and then be hauled before Judge Snead at the courthouse. 
 

Betty met her Southern Gentleman in 1943, while he was serving in the US army during WWII.  She was 
glamorous, a high school English teacher, and clad in a shimmering white bathing suit. William Buntin 
hailed from Danville, Virginia, and exuded the notorious Southern charm. They were married a few months 
later. Betty followed her new husband to his various army posts, including one in Florida, where Betty was 
hired to teach army officers on how to instruct. After the war, William Buntin became a state trooper, and he 
was assigned to Rappahannock County, where they initially set up home on Piedmont Avenue, later moving 
to the current home on Main Street. Daughter Nancy was born, raised, and 
schooled in Rappahannock County, and has lived here for much of her life. 
 

Betty is blessed with a high intellect and superb analytical skills. Besides some 
years as a teacher, she spent thirty-three years as a social worker, and was 
director of the county’s social services.  She served Trinity Church as 
Registrar, Sunday School teacher, and all round volunteer. A gifted writer, 
Betty wrote the scripts for all three houses on the House Tours for many 
years, and the articles on the tour and houses which used to be published in 
the Rappahannock Newspaper. 
 

Not many years ago, her book, “The History of Bromfield Parish” was 
published. It is a product of incredible research, and takes the reader from 
early colonial days, the formation of Culpeper County, through to modern 
times at Trinity Episcopal Church. A must read for anyone interested in 
Rappahannock County. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BETTY! 

	



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

	
	

	 	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

MANY	THANKS	
		Amo	&	Greg	and	
Kathleen	&	Bruce!	
It	was	another	
SPOOKTACULAR	
Halloween	night!!	

	

	

	

	



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

           
  
Trinity Episcopal Church 
379 Gay Street 
PO Box 299 
Washington, VA  22747 
 
Sunday Schedule: 
8:30am Quiet Service HE Rite I 
9:15am Breakfast 
9:45 am Christian Education 
10:30am Traditional Service HE Rite II            

	

	


