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The Rambling Rector
By Miller Hunter

Lenten opportunities
Last night was the first of the Lenten community services. If you have ever attended
these services, I need not tell you it is one of our finest community events; but if you
have never attended, do yourself a favor and plan to be present for the remaining Wednesdays of Lent. We gather
for a potluck dinner at 6:00pm (with an amazing offering of food) and the service begins at 700pm. Each
Wednesday evening, two local clergy will preach, and local church choirs will sing. I hope you’ll attend.
As Holy Week approaches, plan to be present on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday as we prepare for Easter.
Our Maundy Thursday service with music will be at 7:00pm and on Good Friday we’ll have our traditional Good
Friday liturgy at noon with the Way of the Cross service at 6:00pm that evening.
These are just a couple of ways to observe this holy season of Lent. Most of all I hope you are setting aside time to
reflect and pray during these days of preparation. A long walk, a thoughtful book, or a meaningful conversation
with a friend are simple but appropriate ways to celebrate Lent.
I hope you all will experience a Holy Lent.
Best,
Miller

Senior Warden’s Report
By Noel Laing

We are building a very nice children's forum under Juliet's leadership but she needs help with
programs. Your vestry is asking those involved with our outreach programs to lend a hand. Would
you give 20 to 30 minutes to talk about your outreach program. Pictures are always attractive to
children.
Please do not adjust the thermostats in the parish hall. They are set to a specific temperature and
changing the setting can cause them to shut down! Thanks.
We will be having a spring work day the latter part of March. Dates and times to be determined depending on the
weather.
Our first Shrove Tuesday pancake dinner was a huge success!!! Over 60 people attended and not all are
Trinitarians. We will plan to do this again next year.

Outreach Update
By Russ Collins

Assistance to others in Rappahannock remains a cornerstone of Trinity’s outreach to our local community. Two
programs in particular that would benefit from increased support on our part are discussed briefly below:
Last year we made a grant of $500 to the Rappahannock Senior Center for program support, as well as,
reimbursement of about $300 for birthday gifts for participants at the Center. We are likely to continue similar
financial grants in 2018, but we have also been asked if once a month we might have someone come to the Senior
Center to share an “experience” or “knowledge” or “skills” in the form of a one-hour program for those at the
Center. As an example, discussion of pictures you took while visiting an interesting place is an excellent way to
share your experience with others. Please contact Victoria Laing, vlaing@outlook.com for additional
information.
We also provided a $750 grant in 2017 to Rappahannock 4-H to support scholarships to their summer camps.
Financial support is helpful, but volunteers are needed to conduct their programs, particularly over the summer.
These days few 4-H programs involve farm animals. 4-H needs adults who can spend a few hours leading young
people in an activity or field trip, and 4-H will provide the guidance needed. If you can spare some time for
young people in Rappahannock, please contact Noel Laing at: noelballina@gmail.com for additional information.
Future Haiti Trips: Russ Collins, Mary Frances leMat, Richard Easley of St. David’s Ashburn and Dr. Delia
Heck of Ferrum College are planning to visit the St. Marc School and Village Farm in Trouin Haiti. They will
depart on May 9th and return on May 17th. The trip includes a 2 night visit to Les Cayes, Haiti to discuss
possible expansion of the Village Farm concept in partnership with the Episcopal Church’s Business &
Technology Institute (BTI). If interested in joining the group, please contact Russ Collins, russcoll@comcast.net.
Cost of the trip is estimated to be $1000 plus airfare.
Next Outreach Meeting: Your Outreach Committee meets again on Sunday, April 15th in parish hall at 12:00.
Participation in the Committee is open to all. If interested, please plan to attend.

Cub Scout Blue & Gold Banquet
Trinity’s Pack 123 celebrated the 108th birthday of Scouting in America with the annual Blue & Gold Banquet.
The Pack honored the tradition with a potluck dinner and birthday cake and all the festive decorations. Cub

Scouts were awarded patches of rank and belt loops of merit. Two senior scouts, Adin Thompson and David
Loock were awarded the highest rank, Arrow of Light, which completes their Cub Scout journey and they crossed
over to Boy Scouts.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Ecumenical Lenten Dinner Series 2018

Theme: A Lenten Pilgrimage (Matthew 20:17-19)
When: Wednesdays, February 21-March 21, 2018
Where: Washington Baptist Church
Time: 6:00pm Potluck Dinners in Fellowship Hall
7:00pm Services in Sanctuary
EVERYONE WELCOME! Quality child-care provided free of charge

Churches Participating

Clergy Participating

Amissville United Methodist
Church Without Walls
First Baptist
Novum Baptist
Rappahannock United Methodist Charge:
• Flint Hill UMC
• Sperryville UMC
• Willis Chapel UMC
Reynolds Memorial Baptist Church
Saint Peter Catholic Church
Trinity Episcopal Church
Unitarian Universalists of the Blue Ridge, Sperryville
Washington Baptist Church

Maxine Crenshaw
Bessie Jett
James Kilby
Jeff Light
Sara Keeling

Jon Heddleston
Tuck Grinnell
Miller Hunter
Russ Savage
Walt Childress, Gary Aichele, Jan McKinney
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UPDATE ON KINGS CHILDREN'S HOME, SOUTH AFRICA
By Kay Wilson

At the end of last month, Trinity sent $6525 to help
the abandoned and abused babies who are provided
shelter and cared for in The Kings Children’s Home in
the Eastern Cape of South Africa. $2000 was given
by Trinity Women (ECW), $1000 was allocated by
your Outreach Committee, and $3525 was donated by
individual parishioners and Rappahannock community
friends during our annual fund raising efforts.
With the weak South African Rand (ZAR) our USD
exchanged to just over ZAR 75,000.

Jan
Jeff
Miller
James
Jon
Sara
Walt
Tuck

Our gift is being allocated as follows:
ZAR 10,000 for Basic Supplies. Supplies of nappies (diapers), wetwipes, and rice were almost exhausted, so
our help arrived when it was very much needed. The home is at its capacity of sheltering 48 babies, but it means
that 5000 diapers are needed each month. 10kg (22lbs) of rice is needed every 4 days, as it is fed with one meal
daily.
ZAR 60,000 for final payment on Passenger Van. Total cost of van was ZAR460,000. Acquisition of the van
will enable: transporting of all the children to the clinic for immunizations, (previously this has not been feasible as
personal cars had to be used); taking the older children to Sunday Church services; outings for the children. The
Kings are excited that a whole new world will open up for the children.
ZAR 5,000 for the first two months of running costs of passenger van, (fuel and insurance).
Roof sheeting and roof trusses had been funded. Money is still needed for brackets, piping, gutters, water
tanks. But these projects are on hold because Basic Supplies and the Passenger Van were a higher priority.
Thank you, Trinity, for your generosity. You are making a difference in the lives of 48 innocent babies.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Maple syrup was the favorite! Pancakes and sausage and all the fun toppings made for a fun-filled evening!

The History of Trinity’s Altar
By Loraine Channing

As we celebrate this 160th Lenten season at Trinity, we should take note of our altar. As construction began in
1857, many congregants complained to James Leake Powers that the altar would not be facing the east. Christian
churches have historically had the apse and altar on an eastern wall believing that Christ would return from the
East. But the lot and construction budget only permitted an entry way on Gay Street. The building of Trinity
church cost $1,800 to build. Which was a great sum of money for the time, the place and the seven
communicants. The area that is the parking lot was not owned until 1960s. The original church doors were

located where the “Sunrise” window is today. Trinity’s chancel and altar where not raised until 1937 when the
Reverend W.F. Allison probably constructed the present choir area and step up to the sanctuary by himself.
The original altar, which is presently on the south wall of the parish hall, between the book cases, was cut down to
accommodate the fine altar hangings that came to this church with the closing of
Emmanuel, Sperryville. The Sperryville church founded in 1902 had been a far smaller
but a more affluent parish. Items from it were more luxurious. The
original altar back, which is now in the rear entrance, closest to the
sacristy, displays fine folk-art hand stamping. The pedestal top, probably
added later, for it is not of the same quality, held an altar cross. That altar
cross, now in the parish hall was presented by Louise Mildred O’Bannon
in memory of Josephine Miller O’Bannon, d.1925 and Presley Henry
O’Bannon, d. 1933
In the mid twentieth century, the Western liturgical churches decided to go back to the practice of the priest
facing the congregations while celebrating the Eucharist. They also did away with a gospel side and epistle side
for the readings. In 1974, Peter Kramer (http://www.peterkramer.com/) was commissioned to create the present
communion table, altar back, and pulpit. Made of walnut they are true works of art. The altar table and pulpit
each feature crosses. The top of the altar has a cross and cross worked inlays. From the post Maundy Thursday
service until Saturday afternoon that area will be bare of a fair linen, so the craftsmanship will be visible.
During Lent we are using altar candleholders perhaps original to the church. They are in the Gorham ecclesiastic
catalog from the period. Normally, we have been using candleholders presented by Mary Botts Miller
Quaintance in memory of Elizabeth Strother Miller, d.1957. Also, from 1974 is the red wool carpet donated by
Marie Kilpatrick. Notice the oak chairs, as they are originals. The credence table is in memory of Thomas
Morris Rees, Harriet Higby Rees, Joseph Stephanson Todd and Nellie Weeks Todd given by Thomas and Edith
Rees. The brand-new purple veil and burse were purchased by the Episcopal Church Women after this
October’s fund raiser. We all know the beautiful stained-glass window above the altar was from Emmanuel
Church, it is dedicated to that church’s founders: Harrie Smoot and Dr. William H Amiss. The cross in the
center of the window was fabricated by Philip Strange in 1974. Trinity has been blessed with generous
parishioner who have donated exceptionally fine altar furnishings, please take some time to admire them. For
more information, please read Mission: A Study of the Churches of Bromfield Parish by M Elizabeth Buntin,
which is the source for most of this article.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Sunday, March 25
Palm Sunday, HE at both services: 8:30 & 10:30am
Thursday, March 29
7:00pm Maundy Thursday worship service
Friday, March 30
12:00 Noon Good Friday worship service
6:00pm Way of the Cross Walk, a procession through town beginning at church
Sunday, April 1
6:15am Easter Sunrise worship service at the Weitz's Greenwood Farm (see directions below)
Easter worship services also at 8:30am & 10:30am
Easter Egg Hunt for all children following the 10:30am worship service
Directions to Greenwood Farm:
From Church and Little Washington, head West on 211 toward the mountains.
Go 3.5 miles and turn right on VA-622 Gid Brown Hollow Rd.
Go 1.3 miles to a left on Greenwood Lane (see silo next to road)

Trinity Episcopal Church
379 Gay Street
PO Box 299
Washington, VA 22747
Sunday Schedule:
8:30am Quiet Service HE Rite I
9:15am Breakfast
9:45 am Christian Education
10:30am Traditional Service HE Rite II

